The Taylors are quickly becoming one of gospel music’s top mixed groups. A sibling quartet, with two brothers and two sisters making up the group, they are nearing the genre’s top-tier and their easy-listening sound makes them always a crowd favorite.

If you’ve seen the Taylors in concert, chances are good that you saw a curly-headed young fellow step up to sing the bass part on a few songs. Adding classics like Up Above My Head to the group’s repetoire thanks to his talent for the low notes, this young man is Aaron Perkins, bass singer, husband to group soprano Leslie, and quartet historian extraordinaire.

To call Aaron a historian may just be scratching the surface. You can pull out some of the rarest-heard quartets in gospel music’s history and chances are good that Aaron will be able to fill you in on their history and, certainly, their bass singer.

With his new solo recording due out within the next several weeks, Aaron was kind enough to join me for a look at his career to this point; his thoughts on some of the greatest basses on the road today; and an exclusive peek at his forthcoming CD.

SGN Scoops: Let me start off with an easy one. When in life did you really first develop a love for singing and how did you develop that?
Aaron Perkins: When I was a kid, I grew up singing in choir and stuff like that in church. When I really developed the love for it, though, the passion to want to do it, was when I was 10. I heard George Younce in concert for the first time and I went out and got their CD and I played that thing nonstop. I started praying then that God would allow me to sing base like George. I was about 14 or 15 when my voice started changing and I started trying to sing bass and learning to do it. George encouraged me to follow the Lord and to keep at it, so that’s what I did. At about 15, I started with my dad’s praise team at the church he was the pastor at. I started singing there and I guess that’s when I first started learning and from there I went on to quartet music.
SGN Scoops: What really interested you in bass singing? Was it the low notes? What part of it really drew in your interest and made you fixate on it?
Aaron Perkins: Definitely the low notes. When I heard them from George and from Big Chief on a Statesman cassette my dad had, those were my first two experience with quartet music that I remember. I mean my dad had it, it had been in and out of my entire life, I had heard it, but that’s when I really started paying attention to it. Then of course, I heard Tim Riley and J.D. Sumner and others like that. The low notes are just unbelievable because you just don’t hear that in any other genre of music much. When I was with George and Chief, they had rhythmic bass style singing. They could hit the low notes, but they could sing. It just sounded fun to me as a kid and that’s what drew me to it, I guess. It sounded fun. Of course, watching George, he had fun on stage. So I guess all of that, kind of combined, drew me to it. That’s all I ever wanted to do.
SGN Scoops: Did you receive any kind of training, other than just kind of talking to bass singers, any kind of instruction on singing bass or was it something that God gifted you with from when your voice started changing and you started to sing?
Aaron Perkins: I had instruction from my dad early on in singing and learning the actual bass part. He played piano and was able to teach me the part. Then in high school, I actually was in choir and had lessons. Tim Riley shared a lot of techniques with me. Jeff Chapman was another one that has helped me. I practiced a lot. I would stand next to my stereo and just play the Cathedrals and the Statesman and try to sing along with the ones I loved to try and get the feel for it, I guess you could say.
SGN Scoops: Right. I’m asking you to play favorites just a little bit. Your all-time favorite bass singer is very evident in George. Who is your favorite *active* bass singer or one of the your favorites that you really enjoy
Aaron Perkins: Jeff Chapman would definitely be at the top. Jeff Chapman. Burman Porter, I like him. Tim Duncan, Chris West, Gene McDonald and a very underrated one in my opinion, who is still incredible, is Jeff Pearles. He is one of my favorites.  He’s up there next to Jeff, to me. Two different styles, but they are both incredible.
SGN Scoops: Moving from the singers to the songs, there is a lot of songs that are created and written with a bass singer in mind. What are some of your favorite “bass singer songs”?
Aaron Perkins: My number one would probably be Roll Away Troubled River. I’m actually doing that one on my new album that’s going to be released in the spring. I’m doing a bunch of them. I Want to Know, I have to say that one. That’s almost a cliché when you talk about bass singer songs. I love the rhythm style on that. Let’s see, one I usually go around the house singing all the time is Jubilee is Coming. It’s been one of my favorites. Let’ see, how many more you want?
God Made a Way. There are so many of them. I like Let’s Go to That Land or All Aboard, whichever one you want to call it. So, a lot of bass-lead type of songs I like. Not necessarily hitting the low notes all the time, but good upbeat ones I like. I have a recording of Big Chief doing On the Jericho Road in 1960 with JD introducing them. I think it’s 1960, somewhere around there. Chief came out and did it. And London Parris, of course, he did it as a solo. Let’s see, going back all the way to the Rangers Quartet, Arnold Hyles actually did it as a solo.
SGN Scoops: Why do you love this music’s history so much?
Aaron Perkins: That’s a good question. If I find out, I would like to know myself. It’s just something that has always fascinated me. I love learning about the different memories of the different quartets and what they did that was different from the rest of them. Like The Statesman, they were doing stuff that was different. The whole symphony-type, using modern technology and all that. I just like learning about it. You know some people like history, like American History and that stuff. I love Quartet History. Not so much the trios and all that; I can’t tell you much about that.
SGN Scoops: Let me ask you about your better half here. Tell me how the two of you met. When she, so to speak, caught your eye and when you really knew she was “the one”.
Aaron Perkins: I actually saw her on Facebook. I saw she was a Gospel singer and I was a Gospel singer, so I thought I would add her as a friend. We started chatting and we would talk for hours on the phone. My family, we vacationed at the beach every year, so one time on the way down, we met her here in North Carolina at a mall. I met the entire family that night. Her brothers, Jonathan and Chris, were across the table, sharpening knives, trying to intimidate me. I wasn’t intimidated. We dated for three and a half years and she was everything I prayed for. I prayed for a Godly woman that was beautiful, was dutiful about her faith, likes Southern Gospel and that could cook. She is all that and even more. We got married in October 2012. We now have a kid and another one on the way. May 16th is the due date.
SGN Scoops: What role do you fill with The Taylors? I know you have been traveling with them a lot of the time. What role do you fill and what are your duties when you travel with them to a concert?
Aaron Perkins: I load in and load out. We set up the sound and then I run the sound while I hold Isaiah. Then I go up and sing about three or four songs with them. Then I go back and run sound and that’s pretty much it.
SGN Scoops: Talk to me about the difference between a bass singer and a person who sings bass. It’s a big distinction. Tell me why you think that distinction is so important.
Aaron Perkins: Well, Eric Bennett (another one of my favorites) told me ‘do you want people leaving the service saying “Wow, he can really hit a low note” or do you want people saying “He really blessed my heart tonight.”’ What he said there stuck with me and George was the same way. He was able to be a singer early on with a low voice. I believe that allows you to be versatile and it allows you to communicate a song to the audience instead of just making their seats shake. That’s the answer I would have; to communicate to the audience.
SGN Scoops: Ok, now, I’m going to put you on the spot again. I’m just warning you in advance. I want you to give me your dream quartet, but I want you to give it in two different ways. I want you to give me your all-time dream quartet then I want you to give me your “active only” quartet.
Aaron Perkins: Alright. I’ll start with all-time. George Younce on bass. Jake Hess on lead. Glen Payne on baritone and I’d probably pick Bobby Clark on tenor. Which is pretty much the original Cathedrals minus Danny Koker. Current lineup, let’s see. I would pick Jeff Pearles for bass. I would pick Mark Lowry for baritone. For lead, I would pick Joseph Habedank. And on tenor, I would pick Wes Hampton.

SGN Scoops: You are going to have to help me out with your career trajectory to this point. I know you sang with a group part time with your dad before you got married, correct?

Aaron Perkins: Yeah, as far as gospel quartet stuff; I started when I was sixteen with The Landmark Quartet. The name Landmark Quartet goes all the way back to the 1960s. The group, historically here, was Buddy Liles, Mac Evans, Carroll Rawlings and Don Norman. They sang with the Imperials and the Cathedrals. The Landmark Quartet 2006 to... let’s see; I had been with them really until I moved to North Carolina off and on. There was a time between here and there when my dad and I had a group called the Sonmen and we changed our name to The Perkins. I then filled in with the Dixie Echoes, The Rebels and a couple of others, I can’t remember all of them. Several different quartets have asked me about singing bass with them but I’ve turned them down. I feel like, at this point in my life, my biggest ministry is being a dad and being a husband. I really love gospel quartets, but I feel that, at this day and time, my family needs their dad and husband here. Leslie needs a husband and the children need their dad. I’ve never wanted to sing with just anybody either. You have to be told by God and hear Him say “Hey, this is exactly where I want you to go.”  God has allowed me to sing a lot all over the country with my wife. I’m not doing it necessarily on stage every song, but that’s ok with me. I still get to be with my wife and my son. And I still get together with my dad every once in awhile and sing with the quartet. I’ve gotten to go to Europe. I’ve gotten to swing twice at the quartet convention. Things I have always dreamed about, God has still allowed me to do that, just in a different way.

SGN Scoops: I think every gospel singer loves the hymns, but there is usually one or two each one loves more than the rest. What hymns do you really love the most?

Aaron Perkins: I would say Jesus Paid It All. That one first comes to mind. I’ve always loved Grace, Greater Than Our Sin. “Grace, Grace, God’s Grace,” that one. Those two are probably my top two.

SGN Scoops: What is your favorite scripture verse and why is that your number one?
Aaron Perkins: Proverbs 3:5-6. It means a lot to me because it is so important to do just what it says: To trust in the Lord with all your heart; not just part of your heart, all of it. If we can do that, God can see our faith and He can bless us a whole lot more when we do that. It’s just so important because you never know what you are going to go through in life. I’ve had mountain tops and I’ve had valleys. If it wasn’t for the valleys, I wouldn’t appreciate the mountain tops. I’ve had to trust God through those things and that verse has meant a lot to me. You have to make different choices, but if you acknowledge Him, He will direct your path. That’s been my goal in life. I haven’t always done it, but I try to cling to that verse.

SGN Scoops: Fill in the blank. If I weren’t a gospel singer I……….
Aaron Perkins: Would sell Krispy Kreme Donuts. That was the first thing that came to my mind.

SGN Scoops: Tell me all of the details about your upcoming CD. The release date, some of the songs on it, what you are going to call it and why you decided to record it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Aaron Perkins: I’ve wanted to make a great quality album with songs that I love. That’s what led me to do it. This has actually been about two years in the making as far as planning and selecting the music for it. A buddy of mine, Ben Hart, who used to play for The Echoes, he has produced all of the music for this. When I talked to him, I told him I wanted a classic sound that would take you back to the 1950s, 1960s of gospel music and to make it kind of jazzy. I love Frank Sinatra and Tony Bennett and Michael Buble and that style of music. The jazz stuff. I try to incorporate that into gospel music and try to make it sound like it was back in the 1950’s; 1960’s. I don’t have a release day yet. The Ball Brothers have background vocals on several songs. I also have The Dixie Echoes on a couple songs with me. I have two male quartets, which is just the way I want it. It’s actually going to have 14 songs, believe it or not. It was hard to dwindle down the list. As far as the song list, there’s Roll Away Troubled River; Yesterday, which is one of my favorite meaningful songs that George Younce wrote Let’s see, Thanks to Calvary is on there. A song that Big Chief wrote... actually, I’m doing a couple of songs that Big Chief wrote. Tenderly and If You Drink This Water is on there. All Aboard which is also known as Let’s Go to That Land. Then there are a few other surprises on there. The feel that I’m going for is the classic gospel/jazz. I hope that people like it.
